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in commemoration of which it was supposed to be
instituted, and it made me grateful for the Sunday,
which I generally passed in mechanical occupations
in the workshop of my third brother, Paul, the fore-
man of the department in which the minor articles of
the works were made, steam-gauges, models of inven-
tions, etc., and as I had my share of the family manual
dexterity, I found interest enough in the workshop.
As my brothers always observed the Sabbath rigidly,
they attracted around them a few of the New England
mechanics who were " Sabbath-keepers " and mostly
related to us, and so we had a small congregation
and a church of our way of thinking.

The school to which I was sent was one of those
founded by the Public School Society, a voluntary
association of well-to-do citizens, who, in the absence
of any municipal initiative, had organized themselves
for the encouragement and support of primary edu-
cation. As they were originally excluded from tlie
management of the schools, the politicians, finding
this a new field of operations and partisan activity,
presently established the rival system of the muni-
cipal schools called " ward schools." At that time
the political intrigues of the Catholic Church for the
control of the public school system had just begun.
The Public School Society had been organized for
the free and non-sectarian education of all children
unable to meet the expense of education in the pri-
vate schools, and received subsidies from the munici-
pality. Not only were all children under sixteen
admitted to these schools without any fees, but the,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